LICENSING ACT 2003 - GUIDANCE FOR APPLICANTS

- DERBYSHIRE AREA CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE/SAFEGUARDING BOARD

INTRO

Under the Act a number of ‘Responsible Authorities’ have been created, who should be notified of new and ‘variation’ applications.  They include Police, Fire Authority, Planning Authority etc but also add those responsible for the protection of children from harm.  A ‘Responsible Authority’ is able to object to a licence application.

In Derbyshire the Area Child Protection Committee/Safeguarding Board is deemed as the ‘Responsible Authority’ for this purpose.  A sub-group has been agreed comprising Health, Social Services, Education and Early Years representatives which will meet regularly to review licence applications.

GUIDANCE

Overall, the ACPC/SB wants to see that applicants have thought about the safety of children on their premises and have rules and systems in place to ensure that children are safe. Parents/carers may have primary responsibility for supervision, for instance, but the applicant still has responsibility to ensure safety of children on the premises.

 The following guidance is not exhaustive, but will hopefully help applicants see the sorts of information we would find helpful:-

· Applicants will have a stance on dealing with children on their premises e.g. age, thresholds, supervision, expectations of adults, timing etc.  We need to know what applicants have put in place and how they plan to monitor compliance with any rules/restrictions.  

· How expectations on adults are enforced e.g instructions to staff.

· Vetting procedures for staff, to ensure previous concerns over contact with children are identified.

· Policy on clearing glasses to minimise opportunity for children to access left-over alcohol.

· Monitoring of child access to toilets - depending on siting of facilities, it may involve staff physically checking them at regular intervals.

· Age-identification procedures used - national/local/premises schemes. 
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